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TWENTY-FOUR PAGES, 


CHOLERA. } appear to be spherical, or but slightly flat. 
; tened, and the transition from the one into 
Microscopical Investigations on the Pa- $the other can be traced with a little care. 
vey of Cholera.—The London Medical ; These bodies are not to be confounded with 
‘icetle (Sept. 28th, 1849) contains an ac-$ the granular cells which Dr. Brittan also 
unt of some interesting microscopical ; finds in great numbers. 
vestigations, by Dr. F. Brrrran, on the? “‘ Did the observation stop here, the dis- 
holegy of cholera, which have attracted} covery of fungi different from the common 
zreat attention. } torule, which often form rapidly in cholera 
l:appears that Dr. B. has discovered in’ stools, and which have been figured and 
‘he tlocculent sediment vomited and ejected ° described by Boehm and others, would, no 
com the bowels in cases of cholera, certain } doubt, if confirmed, be highly important. 
sanie corpuscles which he considers as} But Dr. Brittan has proceeded further. By 
ungl, > causing the air of rooms and districts in 
“In their most developed condition, these’ which cholera is prevailing, to pass through 
lies are of some size, that is, are con- ’ a glass tube surrounded by a freezing mix- 
‘ derably largerthan blood-corpuscles. They ° ture, he has condensed the atmospheric 
iavea well-defined, transparent, double out-} watery vapour. In this vapour, he finds, 
ne, Which occasionally becomes omen! under the microscope, minute spherical 
wd thickened. ‘I'he centre is occupied by { bodies, corresponding, as far as the eye can 
cranular matter, or by cells, and has some- } determine, most completely with the small- 
‘sat ofa yellowish or brownish hue. The} est kinds of the presumed fungous cells. 
‘mallest of these bodies are much more} which can be noted in the cholera dejec- 
‘ute, and require the highest powers: tions %—— Ved. Times, Sept. 29, 1849. 
has Ross’s or Powell’s 12th) before they? The Editor of the Medico-Chirurgical 
in be satisfactorily made out. They then} Review gives his testimony as to the vege- 
‘pear as minute cells, with a clear double’ table nature of these bodies. ‘‘ We have 
‘ie, and bear a very strong resemblance } been favoured,”’ he states, “ by Dr. Frede- 
‘he sporidia of fungi. Both kinds of cells? rick Brittan, Lecturer on Physiology at the 
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Bristol Medical School, with the opportunity 
of examining the results of his microscopical 
researches upon certain bodies which appear 
‘onstituents of cholera 
also in the 
atmosphere and at moisture of 
districts infected with cholera. These bodies 
we have no hesitation in pronouncing to be 
of a fungous nature ; the aimospheric paril- 
cles being apparently the sporules, 
develop themselves within the body into 
These aggre- 


to be charac teristic ¢ 
evacuations, and to be present 


mospheric 


large aggregations of cells. 
gate masses have been noticed by many ob- 
servers who have microscopically examined 


the evacuations 


‘vered the special organisms in the 
and Dr. Cowdell says they have — 


which | 


of cholera; but their true . 


nature appears not to have been appreciated : 
only the moment before been passed from 


by any one save Dr. Brittan and his col- 
league, Mr. J. C. Swayne, for want of the 
employment of sufficiently high powers; 
since the individual cells are so minute that, 
when isolated, they would not attract atten- 
tion, except under an amplification of at 
least 500 diameters. ‘lhe researches of these 
iwo gentlemen have been prosecuted through 
a considerable series of cases, with a very 
uniform result; and the atmospheric moist- 
ure has been condensed in several distinct 
localities. In the last experiment of this 
kind, carried on in a room in which one pa- 

ent had died of cholera, and in which two 
others subsequently died, the water con- 
densed around a decanter of ice was quite 
discoloured by the quantity of sporules of 
fungi which it contained. Dr. Brittan ap- 
pears to have taken every precaution that 
and opporiunity permitted, to deter- 

by parallel experiments, whether 
these bodies are discoverable in the dejec- 
tions of other patients, and in the atmo- 


time 
mine, 


‘the body. 


CHOLERA. 


Uf ine 


served also in the sweat of cholera subje 


The Editer of the Dedical “ii very 
justly observes: 
almost impossible to estimate the eae 


“At present, it would }, 


value of Dr. Brittan’s observations, wv, 


have first to determine what these bodi.; 
are ; since, of course, it is by no means cer. 
Supposing 
they are fungi, they may merely be pro. 
low cellular forms developed rapid!y 


tain that they are fungi. But, 
ducts; 
in the favourable matrix of the choler) 
stool, just as the little vibriones are whi! 
sometimes can be seen under the microscop 
moving in shoals in a dejection which has 


Perhaps the spores of thes 


‘fungi may exist at all times in impure and 
‘contaminated air, and may merely find jy 
‘the cholera discharges their appropria'e 


Peuli 


blastema. We foresee the greatest diff. 
y in deciding upon some of these points; 


‘and, assuredly, the only accurate metho: 
will be, to make at once an inquiry as ex. 


‘nected with the subject. 


tended as possible into all the questions con. 
Apart from any 
investigations into the nature and structur 
of these bodies, the following points strik: 
us as being preliminary inquiries which mus 
be settled before we can venture even!) 
surmise that these fungi are the cause 0! 
cholera—1. Are they present in all cholera 
stools? 2. Are they present in all cholera 
localities? 3. Are they absent from the 
discharges in all other diseases? 4. Ar 


they absent in all localities where there's 


sphere of uninfected localities; and hitherto | 


with a decidedly negative result.—We would 
not be understood as committing ourselves, 
in the present stage of the inquiry, to Dr. 
Cowdell’s hypothesis of the Fungous 


Origin of Cholera (see Vol. II. p. 97); but 


it is obvious that this hypothesis is greatly 


Brittan, of which a fuller account will be | 
found in the Wedicul Gazette for September | 
28th.” 


Similar bodies to those found by Drs. 


( 


( 


no cholera? If these questions were @ 
answered in the aflirmative, we should ther 
have arrived at this point; the presence 0! 
a cholera fungus would prove to us the el 
istence of certain causes which _ 
cholera, in the same way as the presence 


the yeast plant proves the action of the 


Dat 
causes which produce fermentation. }" 


cas the yeast plant is merely an index of th 
strengthened by the facts discovered by Dr. ‘extent of the fermentation, and a token 


PAAR AA AA 


that complex interchange of elements whit); 


arising as far as we know from deeper forces 


produces that torula as one of its necessi’ 


results; so also these fungi may be mer! 


Brittan and Swayne in cholera dejections, ‘the material evidences of those more reco” 


it is said, in recent journals, had been pre- 


‘dite and 


subtile forces which call these 


viously seen by Mr. Queckett in the urine  elementeny germs into life, at the momer 
of a cholera patient, though his observations } while they strike the more complex org" 


were not made public. 


states that other microscopists have disco- 


Dr. Cormac also} isms with death.”’ 


. oh Hi! 
For ourselves, we confess we attach 
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piogt 
a cholera. All nature teems with 
. and there are few conditions which do 
, aflord favourable circumstances for the 
evelopment of at least some of the lower 
“ems of vegetable or animal organizations. 
De Leidy, in a recent communication to the 
qeademy of Natural Sciences of Philadel- 
‘ua, stated he had discovered confervoid 
Nes in the intestinal mucous membrane 
> coveral animals, some of them parasitic ; 


od we have had an opportunity of examin. | 
+ them under his microscope. We en. | 
van no doubt that analogous organisms } 
‘hereafter be found where they have not | 


-sherto been observed, and doubtless gene- 
-\y in the interior of animal bodies and 
» the evacuations of animals; and, proba. 


‘vy. most abundant in low forms of disease. 


What, to our mind, is, however, fatal to 
‘ve hypothesis of these organisms being 
he cause of cholera is, that it would form 
in exeeption to the law which cireum- 
eribes, within comparatively narrow limits, 
‘ye diffusion of species. This law is uni- 


versal in the vegetable, and, we believe, 


‘ere is but a single exception to it in the 
imal, kingdom, that of man. No single 
egetable species could exist, under such op- 
site conditions of heat and coldness, dry- 


ss and moisture, as those under which : 


uolera prevails. This disease commits its 


ravages alike on the heated and arid plains of | 
india, the moist valley of the Ganges and) 
Mississippi, and the frozen steppes of the | 


‘aueasus, and icy banks of the Neva. 


Cholera in London.—The cholera is ra- ’ 


)dy diminishing in London, as will be per- 

“ved by the following table, in continuation 
' that given in our last number, p. 82. 

Veaths from cholera in London, for the 
Week ending Sept. 15th, were 1682 


‘ “ oy, * Oe 
. “29th, 
“Oct. 6th, “* 288 


‘ue total deaths from cholera, registered 
m June 17th to Sept. 26th, amount to 
1.66, 


euarantine and the Cholera.—It is a re- 
“arkable fact, that the cholera has broken 
ut in Lombardy, in Venice, andin Trieste, 

‘pile of quarantines, and that it has not 


“Peared in Rome where no restraint has 
*en enforced, 


to this hypothesis relative to the | 


Ayre’s Treatment of Cholera.—Dr. W. 
L. Ricuarpson gives, inthe Wedical Times, 
(September 22), a tabular statement of 18 
unequivocal cases of Asiatic cholera treated 
_at the Edinburgh Cholera Hospital, by Dr. 

Ayre’s method : two grains of calomel, with 
one or two drops of laudanum, every ten 
minutes. In 11 of these, there was not the 
slightest attempt at reaction, and only one 
case actually recovered ; two others survived 
the cholera, but one of these died of pneu- 
monia, and the others from peritonitis. 


Cholera.—Dr. Henry Jounson, of Shrews- 
bury, states that he detected the existence 
of urea in the discharges from the bowels in 
cholera patients, at a time when the secre- 
tion of urine is suppressed.—Prov. Med. 
and Surg. Journal, Sept. 19th, 1549. 
Prize offered for the Discovery of a 
Specific against Cholera—M. D. Rennes, 
formerly a banker, at Hamburg, who died 
recently at Naples, has, by will, left twenty 
thousand dollars as a prize to the physician 
who shall discover an undoubted specific 
against cholera. The Academy of Medi- 
cine of Paris is appointed executor to this 
; legacy. 

Cholera in Boston in 1349.—We are in- 
debted to Mr. Stmonps, the City Registrar, 
fur the following return of the deaths by 
cholera in Boston, during the past season. 
It is probably as complete as any report of 
the kindcan be made. Some dea‘lis by the 
disease may have occurred which were not 
reported; but not more, it is presumed, than 
;may have been erroneously returned as 
‘cholera cases. There is no means of know- 
‘ing the total number of recoveries from the 
‘disease in the city, as physicians were not 
‘called upon to furnish anything but the 
causes of death. In the cholera hospital, it 
appears, by the report of the physician, that 
‘the whole number of admissions was 262, 
‘of whom 175 died, or nearly 67 per cent. 
‘The ages of the individuals who died are 
not stated below ; buta very large proportion 
of them are known to have been of middle 
}age—as has been the case, it is believed, 
’ wherever the disease has prevailed. 
‘The first death by cholera occurred June 
3d, and there were seven other deaths in 
‘that month. During the month of July, 
‘the greatest number in a day was six. The 
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disease became epidemic 
August, as follows:— 


In June, 


In July, 


In August 1, 
a 2, 
+ 3, 
66 4, 
ce 2, 
+ 6, 
ec 7 
é Q 

b 
ce Q 
. , 
Pe 10, 
. 11, 
‘sé 2 
’ 
vs 13, 
ac 14, 
sé bo, 
“é 16, 
re 
‘ 18, 
‘6 19 
: 20, 
46 2] 
wi ’ 
‘ Oy 
wo ws 
“ 23, 
4 
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sé 26, 
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In September 1, 


ee 2 
sé 3 

ave 

sé 4 
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sé 5 
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éé 6, 
sé 7 
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sé 10, 

sé 1], 
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. 13, 
" 14, 
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” 16, 
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about the Ist of In September 19, 5 
“ 20, 0 
“ 21 
8 - : 
am | 8 
52 * 23, Uv 
zs 1s 24, l 
— 52 ‘s oF 
4 27; l 
2 * 28, l 
2] " 29, l 
a se 30, l 
13 — 133 
18 RECAPITULATION, 
12 In June, - : - - g 
22 July, - ‘ . '% 52 
‘ August, . >» 
18 September, - . « 
5 PL 
22 Total, . _ -. -— 
23 ; 
16 The birthplaces of the deceased, as nex: 
4 as can be ascertained, are as follows: Born 
14 in Boston, of whom many were of foreign 
1) parentage, 79; Massachusetts out of Bos. 
4 ton, 34; New Hampshire, 14; Maine, 1); 
13 Vermont, 5; Connecticut, 4; other Ameri- 
12 can States, 1]. Ireland, 379; Scotland, 
3 12; England, 14; British American Pro. 
12 vinces, 14; Germany, 3; France, 3; other 
6 foreign countries, 8: not ascertained, 15.— 
1 Total, 611.— Boston Med. and Sure. 
15 Journ., October 17, 1849. 
13 enemas 
16 MEDICAL NEWS. 
13 —_ 
22 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
11 118 Bradford County (Pa.) Medical Societ 
1 ~ ‘(—A medical Society has, we learn, beet 
14 established in Bradford Co., and the follov- 
i. ing officers have been elected for the e0- 
“a suing year :— 
. President, Dr. George I’. Horton; Vi 
‘ Presidents, Drs. C. Drake, A. Barnes, | 
7 ‘Bliss, and H. Crandall; Corr. Secretary 
13 Dr. C. K. Ladd; Rec. Secretary, Dr. DS 
9 ‘Newton; Treasurer, Dr. E. P. Allen. 
: Erie County (Pa.) Medical Society —* 
5 ‘Medical Society has been formed in ‘ 
| county. Ata meeting, on the 4th of Oct 
, ‘ber, a constitution and by-laws were ado} 
3 ‘ed, and the following officers elected :— 
- President, Dr. C. F. Perkins; Vice-Prs , 
9 >dent, Dr. F. W. Miller; Recording °° 
4 stary, Dr. L. Strong; Corresponding S«"* 


‘tary, Dr. J. L. Stewart; Treasure’, Dr 
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tangsdorf; Censors, Drs. A. Beebe, J. L. self to try its strength, but without any 


1) and J. L. Stewart. serious consequence; repeating, however 
44s i i i i vi 
this experiment, and incautiously increasing 


Colleze of Physicians and Surgeons of the dose, the effect was fatal: he fel! back, 
she Upper Mississippi. —The Rock Island | and immediately expired. 
Vedical School has been reorganized under On the 23d August, Mdme. Lebrune. a 
jis title, and the school has been transferred healthy married woman, residing at Lan- 
») Davenport, on the Iowa bank of the Mis-\gres, in France, died from the effects of 
assippi, directly opposite to Rock Island. chloroform vapour. She wished to have a 
The regular course commences on the first tooth extracted, and prior to the operation 
Monday in November, and the term will inhaled the vapour, which was given to her 
consist of sixteen weeks. at her own desire. Complete insensibility 
The number of students during the ses- was not produced at the first trial; more 
sonof 1848-49 was 49; of which number, 19 chloroform was placed on the handkerchief, 
sceived the degree of M.D., at the com- ,and she drew a full inspiration. Her coun- 
sencement, held on the 20th of February, } tenance immediately became pallid; her 
1949, ‘features were visibly altered; there was di- 
The Faculty consist of Dr. G. W. Rich- latation of the pupils, with a convulsive 
ards, Principles and Practice of Medicine ; rolling of the eyes, and no pulse could be 
Dr, M. L. Knapp, Materia Medica and felt. Every attempt was made to restore 
Therapeutics; Dr. C. B. Chapman, Ana- life, but without success. She died as if 
omy; Dr. J. F. Sandford, Surgery and Mid-' struck by lightning. 
wifery; Dr. S. G. Armor, Physiology, Pa-| The Spanish papers likewise mention the 
thology, and Medical Jurisprudence; Dr. | death of a boy twelve years of age, who 
0. Everts, Chemistry and Pharmacy. \died on the table after inhaling chloroform, 
— whilst his leg was being amputated, 
Fiske Fund.—The Trustees of this fund _— 
have selected for the year 1849-50 the two, Chloroform in Midwifery.—In a review 
following subjects, and offer a premium of | of some works on anesthesia in childbirth, 
fliy dollars for the best’ dissertation on inthe London Medical Gazette (September 
each :— 7th, 1849), it is observed :— 
ist. The History of Medical Delusionsof; ‘‘The éclat which ushered in the an- 
‘he present and former times. ‘nouncement of Dr. Simpson’s experiments 
2d Asiatic Cholera, its history, nature, induced many, if not all, obstetric practi- 
and best mode of treatment. ‘tioners to test, by their own personal ob- 
Competitors must transmit their essays, servation, the powers of the wondrously 
free of expense, to one of the Trustees, or ’‘ innocuous distilment,’ which should de- 
the Secretary of the Board, (Thomas H. ‘ prive ‘women’s hour’ of its dangers and its 
Webb, of Boston.) on or before the first pains. The trial has been made—the claims 
Wednesday of May, 1850. Such disserta- of chloroform and ether, as employed in 
tions must be endorsed with a motto, and | midwifery, have been tested: the result has 
accompanied by a sealed letter inscribed | been that the little advantage gained by the 
with the same motto upon the outside. ‘many, and the great detriment sustained by 
-- ‘the few, fully confirm the statements made 
Ositvary Recorp.—Died, at Wood- | by Mr. Gream and others, as to the dangers 
stock, Vt., in his 80th year, Dr. Josrpn ‘attending the use of these agents ; at the same 
GaLivr, Professor of the Theory and Prac- ‘time justifying and strengthening the voice 
‘ice of Medicine, in Castleton Medical Col- of alarm, so that it is now almost as rare an 
ege. ‘occurrence to meet with an obstetric practi- 
setae ‘tioner in London who would venture to 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. ‘chloroformize a woman in labour, as it was 
‘common, a few months ago, to meet with 
Deaths from Chloroform.—An accident of ‘those who were daily making trial of this 
avery melancholy nature has just occurred ‘new charm for the relief of suffering. After 
in Glasgow. Dr. Adams, Resident Physi- the perusual of Mr. Gream’s pamphlet now 
“an to the Clyde Street Hospital, having ‘before us, we feel that they in whose hands 
occasion to use chloroform, inhaled it him- ‘the experiment has not resulted in sincere 
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but unavailing regrets have much cause for 
thankfulness. 


‘Much reason exists for the supposition 
that many untoward results have not been } 


so prominently announced as the great 1m- 
portance of the issue demanded. The harm- 
lessness of the agent has, we fear, been ex- 


aggerated and misrepresented. ‘The public ; 
have therefore been, so far, imposed upon ; 


as to the real merits of the question, and, 


at the same time, they have been appealed | 


to as judges of the new practice.” 


Chloroform and ats Effects. —M. ROBERT } 
read, at a late meeting of the French Aca- | 


demy of Medicine, a paper on chloroform 
and its effects, which gave rise toa rather 


warm debate. ‘I'he Paris correspondent of 


the Medical ‘Times writes : — 

‘* Several fatal cases from the employment 
of chloroform have recently occurred here, 
and many others have reached us from 
foreign countries. 
that we cannot tell beforehand what the ef- 
fect of the application on the individual may 


It is also undeniable: 


, other hand, he refused to admit, as proveg 
that any of the deaths mentioned were rea}, 
occasioned by that substance. In one of hy: 
cases, death was instantaneous; and jt y as 
impossible to believe that the remedy had 
proved fatal, before it was respired. Ip fo: 
MM. Velpeau and Roux seemed to hints 
that chloroform could never be fatal, because 
it had never produced fatal consequences jy 
their hands. M. Roux likewise adverteg 1, 
the mode of administering chloroform which 
'is often employed, but which he denounces 
as faulty in the extreme. It is absolutely 
necessary to have an apparatus with w hich 
ihe air may penetrate to the lungs at {he 
same time asthe vapour, If this be attended 
‘to, he had not much apprehension of any un. 
pleasant or dangerous effects. 

“These arguments leave the objections 
of M. Robert entirely untouched, and jt js 
probable that prudent operators will prefer 
attending to his advice rather than incur the 
risk of dispatching their patients through 
ill-placed confidence.”— Med. Times, Sept. 
529d 1849, 


be. Asa few grains of calomel or opium } 


will salivate or nareotize certain individuals, | 


so a small dose of chloroform occasionally 
serves to develop fatal accidents in certain 
constitutions. Setting out from these pre- 


. 5 
mises, M. Robert asks, ‘ Are there any pre- 
monitory symptoms which may serve as a’ 


guide, and warn us not to proceed any fur- 


ther with the administration of the remedy 2?’ ° 
He has remarked, as indeed every other’ 


physician must have done, that, in many 


cases, the early symptoms of etherization’ 


are accompanied by excessive agitation, pre- 
cipitous respiration, and disturbance of the 
motor function, nearly amounting to convul- 


sions. In 120 cases where he had employed } 
- . 2 
chloroform, he had met with three cases of’ 


this kind, and it was on this point that he 
wished to fix the attention of the Academy. 
The symptoms did not seem to depend on 
the dose of the chloroform, but on the indi- 
viduality of the patient. 
concludes that, when such symptoms appear, 
they are a warning to the medical man not 
to proceed any further. 

““M. Velpeau, who descended from the 
presidential chair to answer M. Robert, 
made a long discourse in favour of chloro- 
form; but I confess myself unable to guess 
the conclusion at which he desired to arrive. 
He did not deny that the use of chloroform 
was occasionally dangerous; but, on the 


Hence, M. Robert ’ 


Passage ofa Tinned Lron Fork through th: 
Alimentary Canal, and Final Expulsion, 
,—M. VeLreav communicated to the Aca: 
. demy of Medicine, in the meeting of the 5th 
of June, an extraordinary fact, the relation 
of which was placed in his hands by Dr. 
‘Chemin, of Saints, near Coulommiers, in 
france. It appears that a farmer, thirty- 
two years of age, accidentally swallowed a 
‘small veal bone on the 15th of May, 1817; 
as respiration and deglutition became im- 
’ mediately very difficult and painful, he thrust 
’ a tinned iron fork (eight inches long, and one 
-inch broad by the stem and teeth) into his 
throat to push down the bone, or bring it up 
again. ‘This contrivance gave rise, first, to 
nausea, and then to such efforts of vomiting, 
that he lost hold of the fork, which, afler a 
few attempts at deglutition, glided into the 
stomach. ‘The man, frightened at this oc- 
; currence, repaired to Paris, where he con- 
; sulted M. Velpeau and another practitioner. 
These gentlemen told him not to be alarm- 
, ed, and that the fork would probably find i's 
; way by the natural outlet without any ope: 
ration being called for. Having returned 
home, he placed himself under the care o! 
’ Dr. Chemin, who watched the case. The 


) 
) 
’ 
) 
) 
) 


patient complained of great pain after taxing 
} food or drink ; has much nausea and water 
‘brash. The fork lay in the cardiac €X- 
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wemity of the stomach, the teeth turned to; Partial Dislocation of the Cervical Ver- 
holeft. ‘There it remained for a fortnight, tebre, with Fracture of the Os Huyoides. 
ne was then felt to glide towards the pylo- » By E. J. Spry, Esqr.—On the 17th of July, 
where it staid four months. During; 1848, I was requested to visit a mine r, re- 


‘his time, there were vomitings of black ; siding at St. Agnes, who was reported to 
nqiter several times a day, and the mouth’ have ‘' broken his neck.’’ No other par- 
aii continually filled with an aqueous fluid ;} ticulars were given, and on my journey I 
ain very intense; epigastrium extremely) was contemplating the amount of paralysis 
vender; pulse normal; no appetite; food induced, and how the difficulties of his situa- 
very badly borne, and drink giving great’ tion might be best overcome. My surprise 
mia. The foreign body at last passed} was proportionably great when, on arriving 
‘hough the pylorus, and tock thirteen’ at his house, I found him sitting and blow- 
months to proceed along the small intes-’ ing the fire. I was at first inclined to be 
snes, when it stopped in the right iliac re- angry, considering that I had been brought 
oj. on a level with the ileo-ceecal valve.) eight miles to see a case which had been 
ains were sharp and intermittent dur- ) misrepresented; but, on hearing the man’s 
ing this period; walking, and moving about) narrative of the accident, I was satisfied of 
che trunk, caused pain and pricking. The. the correctness of his assertion, that he had 
patient ean feel the fork with his hand in, ‘put out his neck.”’ He was a tall museu- 
pressing on the abdomen; stools very pain- ? lar man, 60 years of age, and had been for 
yl This foreign body, after five months’) many years employed as a dresser of tin at 
say in the iliac region, began to dissclve. Wheal Budnick, in Penan. 
The patient then complained of colic, and} His head was bent forward, and inclined 
the stools got black and brick-coloured ;; 'o the left side. There was a considerable 
costiveness; much gurgling; and abdomen) projection on the right side of the neck, 
tympanitic. For the next eight months there ; which, after a careful examination, appeared 
were costiveness and diarrhea intermittent- ; to me to be occasioned by a displacement of 
ly; colic less violent, and stools blackish. ; the right cornu of the os hyoides. He had 
The patient, of his own accord, took to, not been able to swallow anything since the 
crinking five or six quarts of light wine per? accident, except a little water, and that with 
diem, and swallowed in the morning an} much difficulty, of which I satisfied myself 
ounce of spirit of aniseed, to get rid of flatu- by desiring him to repeat the experiment in 
lence. ‘I'he appetite became at this period} my presence. I then embraced the throat 
inordinate ; five or six pounds of solid food } firmly with my fingerand thumb, and made 
a day hardly sufficed. The man resumed} steady pressure on the swelling untl it 
gradually his farming occupations, and re- } yielded, which it did, after a short time, with 
covered his strength. Towards the 10th of} a distinct feeling of crepitus ; the natural ap- 
December, 1848, a very severe fit of colic; pearance of the throat was restored, and he 
came on, and the symptoms of sinking be-! could immediately swallow some milk end 
came very alarming. ‘Iwo ounces of castor} water without much effort, declaring that 
oil produced abundant stools, and the attack ; the lump was removed from his throat which 
passed off. At last, on the 8th of February, } had hindered him from ‘clunking fitty.’’ I 
“44, twenty months after having swallowed; examined carefully the cervical vertebra, 
the fork, the patient felt suddenly a very > but could not detect any fracture of the 
severe lumbar pain, a sort of shaking in the! spinous processes. There was a general 
pelvis; weight in the anal region, and a? soreness and stiffness of the neck, which 
deste to evacuate. The dejections were’ caused him to move his head with great 
pentiful, and in them was found a large por-? caution. I now revert to the nature of the 
tion of the fork—namely, that part lying } original accident, and to the means taken on 
vetween the end and the teeth. The man} the spot to counteract its effects. 
‘s now quite well, and free from all pain. } He stated that, as he was standing on the 
lhe treatment consisted of linseed tea, ; edge of the ‘‘ buddle pit’’ cleaning the bud- 
poultices, emollient enemata, hip-baths, ? dle, he overbalanced himself, and fell into 
and laxatives. A report is to be made to} the pit, which is in shape a parallelogram, 
“ié Academy on this singular case, by? about four feet deep. By the circumstance 
Messrs, Laugier, Bricheteau, and Caven- ‘of the buddle falling with him, he wes 


ah —Prov. Med. and Surg. Journal, Sept.; thrown into an angle of the pit with his 
mn, 1849, 
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head first, and there would soon have been from the Prov. Med. and Surg. Journg) 
smothered, if some of his comrades, near at (September 19th, 1849), 
hand, had not fortunately observed the ac-; ‘‘ A remarkable case is narrated in the 
cident, and run to his rescue. On drawing } annals of the Medical Society of Flanders 
him up, and finding that his head remained | in which craniotomy was performed in con- 
on one side, and that he was insensible,} sequence of deformed pelvis; but the child 
they considered he had broken his neck, and} could not be extracted. As a last resource 
7 ° ) ‘ ° ’ 
immediately proceeded to make extension; ; the Cwsarean section was performed, and 


é 


and the three men engaged in the process, / to the astonishment as well as horror of 
who are well conducted men, and worthy } the surgeon, the infant was extracted alive, 
of credit, assert that they felt the neck ‘slip } and exhibiting an immense lacerated wound 
in.’ Soon after this, his consciousness re- >of the skull. The brain was completely 
turned; he felt some confusion and lightness’ denuded, and appeared to be reduced to a 
of his head ; but was able, with their help,’ complete pulp. The child survived, and 


. rd 
to walk a short distance to the counting- ; 


~~ 


) suppuration was established, large quanti. 
house, from which place he was conveyed ; ties of brain coming away at intervals with 
to his home in a cart. ‘the purulent matter. When exhibited to 
He informed me that he recollected falling ’ the Society, the child (a boy) was nine years 
into the pit, and that he fell on his head ; ’ old, and did not appear intellectually inferior 
that he felt a sudden snap in his neck, and’ to the average of boys of his age. The 
a pain down his back, as if a sword had; mother did well, and died some years after. 
passed through it; that he had just time to? wards of fever.”’ 
say ‘‘my neck is out,’’ but recollected no- _ 
thing more unti! he heard one of his com- > Dry Cupping in Hiccup.—Mr. Hunter 
rades say ‘“‘allright,’”? when he found himself; states that he has found this lately a success- 
on the ground in their arms. ; ful means of checking hiccup. A soldier 
August 5th.—He states that he went to} was attacked with vomiting and purging. 
work on the eighth day after my visit, and’ After these symptoms had subsided, he was 
that he has continued to do so to this date,‘ teased with the most distressing hiccup, 
as a dresser of tin; that he has no pain or} which he said kept him awake haif the pre- 
difficulty in swallowing, but has had pains; yious night. There was slight epigastric 
in his head occasionally, with drowsiness. } yneasiness on pressure. Dry cupping over 
He can move his head a litile from side to’ the region of the epigastrium, leaving the 
side; but, if he attempts to do so beyond a} glass on half an hour, stopped it almost in- 
certain point, he has immediately a fulness} stantly. It recurred again after taking some 
in the forepart of his head. ‘The throat has} beef-tea, but was readily checked by are- 
retained its natural form, and the right cornu? application of the glass. It also relieved 
of the os hyoides is in its proper position. } the epigastric uneasiness.—Prov. Med. and 
This person told me that he knew two} Surg, Journal, Sept. 19th, 1849. 
cases similar to his own, in which the parties’ 
recovered perfectly after the head had been?’ . i 
pulled back; one, a lad of 14, who made a} Respect paid to Talent.—The minister 
summerset when jumping off a hedge on? Ol public instruction has directed the bus 
some straw; and the other was a mason, ? of Bourgery, the author of the magnificent 
aged 24, who fell off a high boiler which he’ work on Anatomy and Surgery, and _ 
was surrounding with brick work. ‘fell a victim to cholera, to be placed in the 
June 20th, 1849.—This man visited me} | Musée Dupuytren.” 
at Truro, on account of some trifling ail- / = 
ment, which afforded me the opportunity of; To Reapers anp CorresPoNDENTS.— 
seeing that he was invery good health. He} West’s Lectures on the Diseases of Chil. 
is a very temperate man, and still works at} dren will be completed in our next Number; 
Wheal Budnick.—Prov. Med. and Surg.) and a new and valuable work will be com- 
Journal, October 3d, 1849. ~ >menced in the Number for January, 1890. 
) Subscribers wishing to continue the Neus 
Sand Library, separate or in connection with 
Craniotomy; the Child Born Alive —} the American Journal, should remit prom? 
We copy the following extraordinary case ; ly the subscription for the year. : 
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